
During the past 20 years, Cochrane has helped to transform the way health decisions are made. Cochrane 
produces reviews that summarize the best available evidence generated through research to inform decisions 
about health.  Switzerland now has access to the Cochrane Library FREE thanks to funding from SAMS and the 
Federal Office of Public Health plus other supporting institutions.

Navigating the Cochrane Library
There are several options to browse and search the Cochrane Library. You can browse by topic or by Cochrane Review Group from 
the homepage, conduct a simple search or use the Advanced Search link to search by MeSH terms or to edit and combine searches.

Cochrane Reviews are systematic reviews of primary research in human health care and health policy, and 
are internationally recognized as the highest standard in evidence-based health care. They investigate the 
effects of interventions for prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation. They can also assess the accuracy of a 
diagnostic test for a given condition in a specific patient group and setting.

Trusted evidence. 
Informed decisions. 
Better health.

www.cochranelibrary.com

Type a search term 
directly into the box, 
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conduct a search, 
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Get more information 
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Cochrane Library, 
including search guides

Quick links to read
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«Editorials», 
«Highlighted
Reviews», or «Special
Collections»

Scroll down on 
the homepage to 
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The Cochrane Library 
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resources including 
CENTRAL, DARE, CMR 
and HTA



Using The Cochrane Library 
Our top ten tips for getting the most out of the Cochrane Library

1. Browse on the go
The Cochrane Library website is responsive and will adapt to any 
device - desktop, tablet, or mobile - to give you the optimal 
reading experience.

2. Read selected content in your language
The language switcher located at the top of abstracts and plain 
language summaries allows you to easily toggle between different 
languages where available.

3. Share a search
Send a link to another user to let them run and view results of 
your search. Users who receive your search can send a shared link 
back adding their own comments and edits, or save the search to 
their own Strategy Library. 

4. Access the Trials database from the homepage
Just click the “Trials” link in the top navigation bar for quick access 
to CENTRAL - a concentrated source of references of randomised 
controlled trials. 

5. Download figures into PowerPoint
In the enhanced article HTML format, the image viewer tool 
allows you to download images and figures from the Cochrane 
review into PowerPoint.

6. See the latest Cochrane Reviews at a glance
Check our “Highlighted Reviews” section on the homepage to see 
a selection of the most recently published Cochrane Reviews. 

7. Easy access to references
Using the enhanced HTML, you can navigate to reference detail 
without interrupting the flow of the review. Users can also link 
directly to references in various abstracting and indexing services, 
such as PubMed. 

8. Listen to a summary of Cochrane research
Some of the reviews are available in a podcast format which 
enables you to listen to the author talking about the research and 
conclusions.

9. Get e-mail alerts for your saved searches
You can name and save your searches using our search manager 
feature. Once your searches are saved, simply tick the “Alerts” 
box in your Strategy Library to be alerted when new Cochrane 
reviews matching your search are added to the Cochrane Library.

10. Additional resources at your fingertips
Click on “More Resources” in the top navigation bar for easy 
access to Cochrane Journal Club, Podcasts of Cochrane Reviews, 
and Cochrane Clinical Answers. 
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